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industrialists, Susan and Matt
Marshall bought a waterfront property

. . millionajre
in Ferradura with the hopes of AGOLDEN GLOBE WINS

creating an inn.

& Slide gm.,, Mr. Marshall's job as a project manager in the
A Home in Buzios, Brazil communications industry took the couple all over the
world. It was while he was stationed in Rio de Janiero,

from 1999 to 2002, that they discovered Buzios, about 165
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kilorneters (102 miles) east of the city.

They were back in Buzios on vacation in 2003 when Mrs.
Marshall starting looking for property. They had been
thinking about buying a place that was big enough to rent
a few rooms so Mr. Marshall, now 42, could give up his job
and travel less.

“When I came through the front door here, the view was
just breathtaking,” Mrs, Marshall said, recalling the
mornent she first saw the house, “The owner was traveling
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fioor. Mare Photos » for a few days and invited us to stay in the house to sea if
we liked it while he was away. He was very smart because

once I stayed here a few days, I wanted it and signed on the dotted line right away.

The property, which the Marshalls bought six years ago, overlocks a rocky channel that
leads into the sweeping, shelterad bay.

Ferradura — Portuguese for horseshoe — is an exclusive location on Buzios, which is a
peninsula with a total of 23 beaches. Patricia Judice Araujo, the sales director of the

Rio-based real estate agency Judice & Araujo Iméveis, says Buzios has both high and low

price points for properties.

“It’s possible to buy a very small two- to three-bedroom house for $80,000 at Rasa, on the

mainland at the end of the peninsula,” Ms. Araujo said. “Or $1.4 million would get you an

oceanfront property at Manguinhos on the peninsula,” with 20,000 square meters

(215,280 square feet) of land, a 600-square-meter (6,460-square-foot) three-bedroom

house, two guest houses, a housekeeper’s house, two pools, an indoor pool and a fitness
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The Marshalls paid around $360,000 for the 1,100-square-meter (11,840-square-foot)
property and another $55,000 on various taxes and fees related to the purchase. The
renovation, which took five years, was around $2 million (twice their budget). They
gutted the house, replaced the electrical system, plumbing, floors, roofs and walls.

The added expense also was due, in part, to Mr. Marshall’s landscaping, which included a
labyrinth of terraces, paths, decks, waterfalls, caves, streams and pocls spread over five

levels on the way down to a cove.

The three-story house has terracotta tiles, which keeps the interior cool, essential in the

tropical heat. Large glass windows allow light to flocd in while providing ocean views.

The 630-square-meter (6,780-square-foot) house has a total of eight levels, across which
are scattered five bedrooms with baths, a large open-plan living area, kitchen, office and a2
self-contained two-bedroom apartment for the live-in housekeepers,

The outside space includes two large veranda areas, one with a pool, and six terraces, one
with a Jacuzzi and another with a small pool and watertall. The Portuguese word for
waterfall prompted the name for the guesthouse, the Cachoeira Inn,

Inside, the house is cozy despite its size. “We used as many natural Brazilian products as
we could,” Mrs. Marshall said. There is bamboo, coconut, cork, local stone, white crystal
granite and wood found throughout. “That’s what I love about the tropics; the bamboo
and coconut feel. It's lovely and warm when you use it in a house,” she added.

The couple’s hobbies inelude kavaking and snorkeling in the bay, and Mr. Marshall enjoys
surfing at nearby Geriba beach, where the high waves are host to an annual national
surfing competition.

Although local real estate agents have offered them $3 million to $4 million for the house,
Mr. Marshall said they won't sell.

“I think there are three prices on this home: the price of the actual land, of the actual
structure we have put here and the price of our hard work,” Mr, Marshall said. “The time
and effort we put into this dream — that's the priceless part, and it has no price tag.”
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